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to the war produced some of Burke's greatest aphorisms
and some of Chatham's most splendid oratory, but nowhere
was the whole issue stated more compactly or more com-
pletely than in Fox's declaration in 1774, " I take this to
be the question. Whether America is to be governed by
force or management/' or in his declaration in October 1776,
" the noble lord who moved the amendment said that we
were in the dilemma of conquering or abandoning America;
if we are reduced to that, I am for abandoning America."
Whether this particular dispute could have been settled
by management will never be positively known, for It was
not till February 1778, or three years after Burke's great
motion for conciliating America, that North Introduced his
propositions for redressing everything the colonists com-
plained of. Much had happened in the Interval, and there
were memories over and above the common bitterness of
war, in a struggle between men of the same race In
which the mother country had borrowed allies not only from
Hanoverian barracks, but even from Indian wigwams. By
the Declaration of Independence in 1776 the thirteen
colonies had been committed to resistance, and most im-
portant of all were the treaties signed between France and
America a few weeks before North made his motion.
During the war the military fortunes of the colonists were
sometimes nearly desperate; the moral determination of a
very large part wavered, and the Declaration of Independ-
ence struggled through many hesitations and misgivings,
for the old sentiment had died hard; but the alliance with
France was a decisive event. If the colonies were now
finally lost to the Empire, it was at any rate some consolation
to the Opposition to know they had resisted every measure
that had exasperated the colonial spirit, and that the
catalogue of follies which had thrown the Americans into
the arms of England's Inveterate enemies was no longer than
the catalogue of their own defeat in the lobbies.
Was that loss final and certain in 1778? Chatham thought
the catastrophe so terrible that a supreme effort must be